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Synopsis

A lively and accessible survey of photography as art since the 1960s, exploring how, in the hands of
some of the world’s greatest photographic artists, it has developed into a respected and versatile

artistic medium.
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Customer Reviews

"Deft cross&hyphen;referencing, only possible by a deep knowledge of the subject, is typical of the
book as a whole. . .Durden employs a poetic approach to writing often, which gives the book a
lightness, preventing it from becoming turgid, dull, or unnecessarily academic." A¢a —a ce British

Journal of Photography

Mark Durden is a writer, artist and lecturer. He has written extensively on photography and
contemporary art. Publications include Dorothea Lange (2001, 2012), Fifty Key Writers on
Photography (2012), with David Campbell, Variable Capital (2007) and with Ken Grant, Double
Take: Portraits from the Keith Medley Archive (2013). He is part of the artists’ group Common
Culture and currently Professor of Photography at the University of South Wales, UK.

A rather comprehensive review of recent photographers but, as you might expect, one that’s colored
by the author’s tastes. The classifications for each chapter are helpful as guides for the reader. The

accompanying text for each photographer, while brief, is helpful. | have to agree with the other



reviewer that the layout often seems capricious. One thing that particularly bothered me was the
lack of correspondence between image titles and the images in some cases. For example, a 2x2
array of photos is presented on a page, yet the list of title for those photos is presented as single
column list; am | supposed to start with the upper-left image and match images to titles in a
clockwise fashion? Or counterclockwise? Or start with the image in the upper right corner?

Confusing at best, especially if you're not familiar with the images.

A gift for my son who teaches art at university.

Great book very well ilustrated and text are very clear.

| thought perhaps that the title referred to contemporary photography rather than, as it turns out,
creativity from 1960 onwards. Mark Durden considers the work of 164 photographers, each getting
between one and four images (some get more if a spread from one of their photobooks is included)
but | thought the strength of the book is the way he looks at their work, not an A to Z of names or a
strict historical survey but eleven themed essays. The titles will give you an idea of the book’s
scope: The copy; The face; Colour; The street; Landscapes; History; The body; Documentary; Self;
Constructions; Photography tomorrow.Each of these essays has a short introduction followed by a
photographer getting a several hundred word analyses and samples of their work. | suppose one
could query the way Durden slots various people together. For example part of Landscapes is
further divided into Sublime: Thomas Struth; Andreas Gursky. New topographics: Robert Adama;
Lewis Baltz. Romantic: Thomas Joshua Cooper; Roni Horn; Jem Southam. Documentary
landscapes: Joel Sternfeld; Richard Misrach; Edward Burtynsky. Throughout the book these chapter
sub-divisions seem to make perfect sense and nicely Durden’s writing style is jargon and elitist free
making his photographer essays well worth reading. Because there are so many photographers
considered it's a pleasure to come across names | had never heard of and discover new works.This
464 page book, with over 500 images is a handsome print production with plenty of large size
photos (in 200 screen) though being a Phaidon book means that the layout has its quirky moments.
Here the two columns per page of the photographer essays have several of the first lines indented
and the number varies for each name, pure design whimsy in my view as it contributes nothing for
the reader. Similarly the short biographies are in the back pages rather than placing them with each
photographer’s page.Mark Durden has written an interesting and worthwhile book looking at several

recent decades of visual creativity.
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